FIGARO IN LONDON. 





Satire should, like a polish’d razor keen, 
Wound with a touch that’s scarcely felt or seen.—Lapy Montacue. 


‘Political Pasquinades and Political Cancatures are parts (though humble ones,) of Political history. They supply information as to the person and habits, 
often as to the motives and objects of public men, which cannot be found elsewhere.’”-—Croxer’s New Wuic Guipe. 
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THE BUNDLE OF STICKS. 
very one must be familiar with the fable of the old man 
who recommended his sons to stick together, saying, that then 
they would be able to defy any thing. Such was the advice 
left by Pitt to his political disciples. 
his last recommendation, and they have accordingly bound 


themselves to one another by the band of self interest; the 
Such a set of 


’ 


‘* Stick together,” was 


strongest they could possibly have selected. 
sticks never before were congregated in one bundle; they have 
no pith within, but they are for the most part enveloped in 
an outside covering of bark, equally appropriate to either sticks 
or puppies. ‘They have been united in an unseemly cluster for 
some time in the House of Lords, but since Grey has began to 


clip the band of interest which connects them, we hope in a short 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


time that a few of them will, by making their exit from Par- 


liament prove themselves walking sticks. Some of them are 


excessively green, while a few of the old ones are completely 
decayed, and Brougham having taken that despicable old stick 
Eldon out of his place, is represented in our caricature snapping 


him in two with the utmost facility. It has long been in con- 


templation by us, to furnish a few fables to our readers, and we 
cannot take a better opportunity of presenting them with a 


specimen, which, should it be approved, will be followed by 


others of a similar character. In taking the part of a fabulist. 


Figaro trusts he may be thought worthy the title of (ay, 
though he assumes to himself on the occasion the name of 


JESOP IN ST. STEPHENS. 
No. 1. 
The Plague among the Beasts. 


Among the beasts began to rage 

A Plague which nothing could assuage, 
So straight attributing the evil 

To providence—and not the devil 

The brute assembly at a session, 
Ordered a general confession— 
Declaring that the plague was sent 
Among them as a punishment. 


Straightway the Fox with Bishop’s wig, 
To make him in importance big, 

Was chosen at his own request, 

Father confessor to the rest. 


A beast of Cumberland first came, 
Who owned with some apparent shame, 
That accusations had been brought 
Against him of the Gravest sort, 
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The Fox replied, ‘“‘ Your conscience rest, 
Though it must freely be confessed, 
Your crime has no excuse, at least 

In any less illustrious beast.” 

The other savages agreed, 

The Fox was very right indeed. 


Then came the Tiger, Wolf, and Bear, 
Their separate failings to declare— 


But for such mighty brutes as these, 
The Fox could find a hundred pleas— 


At length a Bull came forth to own, 
That being nearly worn to bone 

He had of late with all his might, 
Endeavoured to obtain his 1ight; 
And of the common pasture gain 
The share he long had asked in vain. 


* Ho,” cried the Fox, with look astute, 
** Thou hast excited heaven, thou brute, 
To send for heinous sins like these, 
Among our race a sad disease.” 

* This is the flagrant crime,” he said, 

** Which has drawn down upon our head, 
The wrath of providence—begone, 

And for the future leave alone— 

The pasturage which offers feasts, 

Only to us superior beasts.” 


The Fox left off—and every brute 
Continued with approval mute. 


The above fable elucidates its own moral, and our readers 
will know how to give it its proper application ——The Cholera 
has been assigned to providence, and the Tories have told us, 


a 


| quiry was the subject of considerable amusement. 


her husband gently replied ‘‘ But, my dear, however I may 
admire the far, it shocks me when it gets to such @ pitch” 
Such was the gentle badinage which passed between the happy 
couple who at present shed a lustre on what is indeed the 
Bright-ish throne. On arriving at Woolwich the party, con- 
sisting of the King and Queen with the Dukes of Cumberland 
and Gloucester proceeded to take water; the latter observing 
with his usual simplicity, that ‘ he had been told he should see a 
flight of steps, but he never believed it, for to see steps fly, 
would set any one on the stair.” The barges then proceeded 
in order, when the Duke of Gloucester’s peculiar spirit of en- 
He expe- 


rienced much delight from the numerous vessels he passed, and 


was constantly on the gu7z vive for an explanation of the wonders 


by which he was surrounded. Observing a brig, he begged to 
know to what class of shipping it belonged, and being told it 
was a two master, was much puzzled to reconcile the discipline 
he had been told, was observed throughout the navy with the 
well known fact that ‘‘it is impossible to serve two masters.” 
On seeing another smaller vessel, he was told it was a smack, 
and expressed a fear that from its diminuitive size it might be 
unsafe in rough weather. Our beloved sovereign remarked that 
his Brother was in the right, ‘‘for” said he, ‘* when calm one 
might put up with a smack, but when it comes on to a blow 


| there is no standing it.” Ona slight fall of rain commencing 
| the Duke of Cumberland inadvertently observed he wished the 


present reign was ended, but the King who heard the remark, 


| with his accustomed good nature turned it off by observing 
“that the pours (powers ) that be were certainly far from 


it has been sent among us as a punishment for not being content | 


with the blessings we enjoy.—It is a convenient doctrine for the 
Brutes to maintain, that the poor Bull has excited heaven's 
wrath by making an endeavour to obtain that to which he is 
entitled. 


THEIR MATESTIES VISIT TO GREENWICH. 





We last week promised to send a reporter into the Royal 
Barge, and, having acted in comformity with that pledge, we 
proceed to give a sketch of the proceedings on the occasion above 
alluded to. 

At an early hour his Majesty rose looking forward with 
pleasurable anxiety to the approaching festivities. He hurried 
over his dressing for as he observed he was only a tiring him- 
self and he remarked he should be expected to ¢oz/ it in another 
fashion before the day should be concluded. On coming out 
of the palace gate the Queen observed the crowded state of the 
Streets and with a kind sympathy with the pleasures of the peo- 
ple remarked ‘that it must be quite a treat for Palf Mail” 
to which his Majesty, whose sailor propensities sometimes break 
through the restraints of royalty subjoined with an affectionate 
look at his consort “‘ that he would on no account have his Pal 
mal-treated.” Adelaide to whom such honest-hearted, though 
perhaps somewhat Anti-Chesterfieldian expressions were evi- 
dently @ pal in (appalling ) remonstrated with the merry 
monarch, who urged his naval education as a plea for his want 
of refinement; whereupon her Majesty most amiably conciliating 


agreeable.” Having landed, the royal party was met by the 
Tory Governor of Greenwich Hospital Sir Richard Keats, who 
advanced bowing and scraping towards the Queen, or as the 
King pointedly observed at a subsequent period of the day, 
*‘ giving a touch of his Grace before meating.” On gaining the 
top of the stairs Sir Richard put himself forward and gently 
taking the Queen’s hand, insinuatingly suggested a pause, but 
William who hates the Tories replied for her Majesty with his 
usual bluntness that a pause not being necessary, the Governor 
had better keep his paws off.” The hint was taken at last, and 
Keats judiciously slunk into the rear. The Greenwich pen- 
sioners were then drawn up in array, and Gloucester with his 
usual ndivete said, “ he never saw so many fine old champions 


_ among the speck’d taturs” (spectators ). The royal party then 


partook of a dejeune, and the King condescendingly observed 


_ to Keats on the excellence of the wine, humorously remarking 


that to decline his hock (hoc ) would have been indeed hugeous 


| (hujus ). 


The royal guests soon after quitted Greenwich, and returned 


' in a state of high elation to the metropolis. 


THE INTERPRETER. 


Sees at a Discount. 

Earl Grey has offered the Bishoprick of Hereford to his brother the Rev. 
Dr. Grey, but if the latter accepts it, he must relinquish a great portion of his 
income. He would in fact sacrifice about 1000/. per annum.—Court Journal. 

The above paragraph is one of the most singular which we 
ever had the pleasure of perusing. When we hear of a person 
being about to accept a bishoprick, we generally find some 
account of his qualification for the high office, but here the 
thing is put quite in a novel light, and it is made a condescension 
on the part of the Rev. Dr. Grey, to have submitted to an 
elevation to the Bench of Bishops. This is really a refinement 
on an excuse for bestowing preferment on a nearrelation. How 
considerate of Earl Grey not to inflict a see upon some person 
indifferent to him, but to have sacrificed a brother on the occa- 
sion of his having avacant bishoprick to bestow on some resolute 
individual who might be worthy of the martyrdom. 
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4 Feeler. 

It is not quite determined whether Dr, Grey, will resign the living of 
Bishopsgate. The present Bishop of London held it in conjunction with the 
See of Chester. Morning Herald. 

Really Lord Grey we have hitherto been very forbearing, and 
have been unwilling to iusinuate anything that might induce a 
supposition of your acting on those principles with regard to 
preferment, which, when out of place, you have been so ready 
to condemn in others. But the above paid paragraph, which 
we have quoted from the Herald, is so evidently a feeler put 
forth by your brother before he accepts the vacant bishoprick, 
that we cannot help making it the subject of an Interpreter. 
The other quotation ou the same subject which we have remarked 
upon above is singular enough, but really the hint respecting 
Dr. Grey’s retaining his living in case of his elevation to the 
Bench of Bishops, is a piece of impudence, worthy of the most 
rapacious of ‘Tory placemen. Are you determined not to 
earry the Reform Bill? And finding your reputation with the 
people already virtually gone, have you become callous to 
public opinion in the last stage of your official existence? Your 
brother has Jong been remarkable for his relish of the good 
things of the Church, but will you compromise your character 
as a Reforming Minister, by aiding him in his attempt to secure 
pluralities ? If this is to be your system, you may retire as soon 
as you please, but we sincerely trust the paragraph may be an 
error of the press, or that it may turn out to be a [ttle bit of 
venality perpetrated without your sanction, and quite upon his 
own account by your right reverend, and truly rapacious 
relative. You deserve what we have written if the case 
be as we suspect, if not, you have a sufficient acquittal in 
your own Conscience. 
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PARLIAMENTARY OPENINGS. 





The members having met once more, will prevent the neces- 
sity of our discontinuing any longer the above highly popular 
department of L’igaro. 

Lord Wharnclitfe said he was half inclined— 

Lord Wynford had kept his seat so long— 

The Duke of Wellington would take the liberty of dictating 
to the House— 

The Lord Chancellor was not disposed to flatter— 

Lord Eldon said he should no longer delay— 

Sir Charles Wetherell said he spoke without meaning— 

Lord Lyndhurst said that as to the dill he was at present un- 
prepared— 

Lord Plunkett said he was always glad to receive— 

The Bishop of Exeter said he was not prepared to go— 

Mr. Perceval said he had for some years taken—- 


GLOUCESTERIANA.—No. 4. 


Our account of the king’s visit to Greenwich contains such a 
fine assortment of royal witticisms that this department of our 
work must inthe present number be of necessity limited. We 
cannot, however, forbear giving the following choice emanation 
from the brilliant intellect of his Highness of Gloucester. 

The Duke went home the other day in high glee to the 
Duchess, declaring that the hopes of a son and heir, which 
they had so long vainly entertained would now no longer be 
frustrated. ‘* What do you mean,” cried the Duchess, some- 
wkat alarmed at the strangeness of her husband’s words ; 
“ Why, my dear,” responded Billy, ‘ Iwas this day passing a 
baby linen warehouse, when I saw over the door, ‘ Families 
supplied. 'The good folks shall immediately supply us witha 
family.” 
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‘* Brevity is the soul of wit.’’—Shekspeare. 





Penny Trash. 


Mr. Knight’s Magazine, although it is a Penny, has neither 
head nor tale. We presume the only reason for its great cir- 
culation is, that people take it for a penny. 


Epigram. 
(On Sir R. Peel’s lengthy harangues.) 
Sir Robert Peel, your opposition’s wrong, 
And shows of common sense you’ve scarce a tittle, 


For though your speeches all be very long, 
The House we see regards them very Jittle. 


A Bit of a Spur. 


As the Duke of Newcastle wishes to burden the back of 
John Bull, and put a bridle in his mouth, he could not have 
found a fitter person for his purpose than a Sadler. 


Epigram. 


There’s one fact which confounds me quite, 
(Think not that I intend to scoff ) 

"Tis, that while Mahon’s running on 
‘The Members all are running off. 


Close Reasoning. 


It is somewhat surprising that Sir Charles Wetherell should 


| object to the Reform Bill on the ground of the changes it will 


| 


se 


occasion, for to look at the worthy Knight’s dress one would 
imagine he required a new order of things. 
Impromptu. 
’Tis said that walls have ears; if this be true, 
St. Stephen’s walls the gift must often rue. 


Men of Letters. 


The Tories by remaining mute, would be doing that which 
to the feelings of the people would be more consonant. 


Giving him his Quota. 


In order to be provided with a bit of classicality for the de- 
bates, which may arise in the Commons out of the defeat of 
the bill, in the Lords, Alderman Waithman has purchased a 


quotation, 
Euclid refuted. 
(A part is not equal to the whole-—Axtom. ) 
This is a vulgar error, as I'll prove, 
Or freely forfeit half a pipe of sherry ; 
’Tis plain one stateenth part of Brougham’s sense 
Equals the whole possess’d by Londonderry. 


A Transportable Offence. 


Lord Lyndhurst after declaring the bill would be productive 
of evil said, “* That was his conviction.” This is what all the 
enemies of the measure should be brought to. 


More Libels on Royalty. 


Her Majesty has been most infamously accused of interfering 
with the King, on the subject of the Reform Bill. A scandalous 
wag has even gone so far as to bestow upon her the nick name 


of Addle Head. 








Inquest Extraordinary. 


Found dead, the learned pig, (Oh, grievous ill !) 
Verdict—Grew envious of Gloucester’s skill. 


Wot Agreeable. 


It is singular that although Lord Eldon was so long engaged 
in law business, he never had a tendency to pleas(e. 


Tory Romancing. 


Although the anti-reformers statements are generally works 
of fiction, none of them ever gives vent to a novel argument. 


THEATRICALS. 


We have not lately been able to notice the minors, many of 
which are at present conducted with a spirit almost unparal- 
elled. The Surrey boasts the possession of J. Reeve, Balls 
and other favourites :] the City thrives under the able manage- 
ment of Webster, while the Queen’s and the Pavilion are de- 
lighting the two extremities of the metropolis, with very credi- 
table performances. The Adelphi is enlivened at present by 
one of Matthews’s entertainments, in which the actor admirably 
fills up the witty sketches of character, drawn by Peake, the 
dramatist. Astley’s alone has not lately been honoured by our 
presence, as we have received a letter from Mr. West, the 
Treasurer, in which he declines sending us the customary pri- 
vilege of admission, because we have been rather too sharp on 
Ducrow’s five legs, Carlitch’s lungs, and Gomersal’s inexpressi- 
bles. The worthy Treasurer having found time to write a let- 
ter to us, probably finds his own situation a sinecure, and really 
there is so much coarse humour in his epistle, that we wonder 
he has not succeeded the immortal Amherst, as writer for the 
establishment. We still adhere to our former sentiments, as 
to the amusement to be found at the Amphitheatre. ‘Talent is 
never looked for in a performer, the quadrupeds, and not the 
bipeds, being the chief source of attraction, Brute ability is 
all that is necessary, and if an actor can make a beast of him- 
self, so much the better. Elasticity of limb, and lungs of 
leather, are all that is needful. Ranters and jumpers form the 
company on the stage, while to be in character, the audience 
are on account of the dangerous nature of the entertainments, 
generally quakers. 

The opera, we are glad to say, is improving, though Tos? 
has sadly fallen off since we last heard her. The climate seems 
to have impaired the quality of her voice most awfully. 

A series of German Operas has commenced at the King’s 
Theatre, in which the orignal language and music is preserved, 
so that the English public has, for the first time, an oppor- 
tunity of hearing in perfection Weber’s Der Freyschutz. We 
are to have Robert le Diable in the original Freneh version in 
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the course of the ensuing fortnight. At Drury Lane and 
Covent Garden, little has been stirring, though at the former, a 
new Opera came out on Tuesday, in which the musical inefiici- 
ency of the company was lamentably conspicuous. Miss 
Pearson, who is @ mere musical instrument in petticoats, 
drawled through the principal female part, while Templeton, 
who always looks as if he had just stepped forth from a band- 
box, strutted through a male character with the most self- 
satisfied awkwardness. 


We shall speak perhaps more fully of the Opera in our next, 
providing it last long enough. We have been told Miss Lan- 
don has written a tragedy, which she has not offered to either 
theatre. If she thinks that either might be induced to accept 
it, the young lady has behaved in a very considerate manner, 
She can write sonnets to the moon, and do the pious, in order 
to get up a sale for an Easter offering, but a tragedy—that is 
really out of all reason. By the bye, the fair writer has, with 
a happy union of worldly interest and religious feeling—a 
strange coalition of puffs and piety, contrived to be very Evan- 
gelical in her advertisements of the Easter Offering, which she 
has recently published. She says, by writing it she has taken 
a great weight off her mind; on perusing which a friend of 
ours wittily observed, that “‘She must have done so, for the 
production is confoundedly heavy.” 


A new theatre called the Clarence, has been opened at the 
King’s Cross, by Mrs, Fitzwilliam and Mr. W. H. Williams, 
both are performers of talent, and we hope their speculation 
will succeed, though the situation of their house is bad and 
the building itself not very commodious. However, good act- 
ing and good pieces would draw respectability to Whitechapel, 
or fashion to Saint Giles’s. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


A. B. who has written to us is a fool of the very lowest order. His commu- 
nication is rejected.—Correspondents who do not find answers to their letters, 
must not suppose us uncorteous, but we really cannot undertake to give a re- 
ply to every thing that reaches us. 


The whole of the back numbers of Figaro in London may now be had, Nos. 
> and 2 having been a second time reprinted. 


No. 3 contains portraits of the Political Burkers. 


No. 4 is embellished with Sir Carieatures of the principal performers in the 
Grand Political Pantomine. 


No. 5 has a cut of the Tory Party. 
No. 6 shows the application of the Political Stomach Pump. 
No. 7 is enriched with an accurate representation of The Tory Rioters. 


No. 8 is illuminatsd by two splendid caricatures, representing The Shearing 
of the Black Sheep, and John Bull and his Burdens. 


No. 9 is ornamented with A View of the Entrance to Parliament, and another 
of the Old Pump in that quarter. 


No. 10 is illustrated with a caricature of the Reform Battering Ram. 
No. 11 contains Six Caricatures illustrative of Political Valentines. 

No 12 has a spicy caricature of a Biseop with the Blue Cholera. 

No. ‘3 is adorned with a piquant caricature of Mother Hunt’s Elopement. 


This Day is Published, 


HE LONDON PENNY JOUR- 

NAL, No. 1, (to be continued every Saturday 
containing among other interesting and eriginal articles. 
1. To onr readers, 2. The Cab-driver’s Tale. 3. What 
is a Gentleman? 4. Life of Mirabeau. 5. The Bine 
Handkerchief. 6. The Foreigner’s Evening Song. 7: 
Omniana, &c, &c. &c. 
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